with a global remit, BRIDGES solicits proposals supporting cost-effective and sustainable interventions that can be adopted in real-life settings for the prevention and control of diabetes. To be eligible for support, projects must be based on initiatives that have been proved to be effective in trials to prevent and treat diabetes, improve the care of people with type 1 diabetes or people with type 2 diabetes and delay related complications. Importantly, such interventions must also have the potential to be put into clinical practice in a range of settings and to be widely disseminated to people with diabetes and their communities. These projects fall into the category of 'translational research': they provide the opportunity to 'translate' the lessons learned from clinical research into benefits -in terms of overall health and quality of life -for people affected by diabetes.
Having undergone biochemical and physical assessments, they will be divided into low-intensity and high-intensity lifestyle modification groups and followed for three years. Researchers at the National Diabetes Centre in Colombo have a series of objectives, which include making a comparison of the two approaches to therapy and, ultimately, developing low-cost primary prevention strategy for Sri Lanka. 
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Round Two and Beyond
The second round of funding for BRIDGES will take place in 2009. Abstracts 
